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deserted the Revue de Paris, so his business relations were, as usual, not very happy.
However, he was at first much pleased with Madame Bechet, who, with unexpected liberality, herself paid 4000 francs for corrections; and in July, 1834, he got rid of the publisher Gosselin, whom he politely designates as a " nightmare of silliness," and a " rost-beaf ambulant," and started business with Werdet, not yet the " vulture who fed on Prometheus," but an excellent young man, somewhat resembling " I'illustre Gaudissart," full of devotion and energy.
The year 1833 was rich in masterpieces. In September appeared " Le Medecin de Campagne," with its motto, " For wounded souls, shade and silence " ; and though, like " Louis Lambert," it was not at first a success, later on its true value was realised; and the hero, the good Dr. Benassis, is one of Balzac's purest and most noble creations. It was followed in December by " Eugenie Grandet," a masterpiece of Dutch genre, immortalised by the vivid vitality of old Grandet, that type of modern miser who, in contradistinction to Moliere's Harpagon, enjoyed universal respect and admiration, his fortune being to some people in his province " the object of patriotic pride." The book raised such a storm of enthusiasm, that Balzac became jealous for the fame of his other works, and would cry indignantly: " Those who call me the father of Eugenie Grandet wish to belittle me. It is a masterpiece, I know; but it is a little master- and hadhen the work is finished."he diligence with five Swiss, who treated himonsciousnesse were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
